Vitreous base classification of retinal tears: clinical application.
The abundant data about retinal tears has shown that they are prevalent in the general population and that the vast majority of retinal tears do not lead to retinal detachment. What remains to be clarified are the criteria for identifying the few retinal breaks which require prophylactic surgery to prevent their progression to retinal detachment. Numerous reports have identified clinical features which correlate with the risk the retinal detachment. These correlative data offer at best only a suggestion about the need for treatment of any specific retinal break. This paper-demonstrates how the categorization of a retinal tear on the basis of vitreoretinal anatomic detail may be used clinically to make an objective and nonstatistical judgment about the prognosis of any specific retinal break. The application of this new categorization offers an advance in the care of patients with retinal tears.